










CHAPTER FIVE
THE RIGHT HAND

No matter what method book is used, it is always best to start the
student with the right hand alone. This way he will, from the beginning,
be able to make distinct pitches, work on getting a good sound, correct
finger movement, and get used to reading music with open strings, all
while concentrating on the right hand alone.

Obviously, a beginning student should not use nails! A m o n g
other things, he will begin to feel the distance between the strings with
greater facility and begin feeling the fingertips of the right hand as they
contact the strings.

The only objection to this no-nail approach will be from women
with long, manicured nails. This and a host of similar problems must be
dealt with as the teacher sees fit. Nonetheless, in the beginning, no nails
is definitely the best approach.

How quickly a student technically progresses will vary a great
deal and depends on a number of factors, but the following exercises
work well with all types of students, and in most cases wi l l  speed
progress. Keep in mind that any exercise may be substituted for another
one of a similar nature depending on specific needs, so be flexible!
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